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This month’s Meeting will be held 

at Julia’s Tally House 

Thursday April 13 2006   

 Come early for rag chew or to eat 

 
Net operators needed! 

We are looking for volunteers to be Net Control for the 2 Meter FM, 146.685 
Wednesday night net, and the Saturday night SSB net on 28.468 

 
April Net Control Stations 

2 Meter FM Net  Russell KF4AEX  10 Meter SSB Net  Walt AG4AU  
 
 

May Net Control Stations 
2 Meter FM Net  KC4MJC Tim    10 Meter SSB Net  W4DON Don  

 



March 9, 2006 
Iredell County Amateur Radio Society Meeting Minutes 

 
The Iredell County Amateur Radio Society met at Julia's Tally House for the regular monthly meeting.  
President Margie Persons, KE4YWO called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Thirteen (13) members and two 
(2) visitors were present. 
 
Minutes – A motion that the minutes as published be approved was made and seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer's Report – Treasurer Matthew Carbone, KC2JSR, presented and submitted a written report dated 
03-09-2006. 
Beginning balance $664.60 
One check written $74.36 
Deposits Dues $75.00, Donations $20.00 – Total deposits $95.00 
Ending Balance $685.24 
A motion that the report be approved was made and seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business –  
 Field Day June 24 – 25, 2006 -- McClure Park has been reserved. 
Tim, KC4MJC will head up the committee. 
John, WB4WRY will be in charge of cooking. 
Don, W4DON will be in charge of publicity. 
Volunteers are needed. 
 
 Charlotte Hamfest -- At the January meeting it was agreed that the club would have a table at the 
hamfest.  It has been customary in the past that Larry and Mike handle the details of obtaining the table.  In 
Mike's absence, the exact cost is unavailable.  It was estimated that two tables and four chairs would be $48.  
After lengthy discussion it was decided that Mike would be reimbursed for the exact costs incurred.  
 
 Amateur Classes -- Patrick, W4GPW reported that members of the technician class would be taking tests 
at the Charlotte hamfest.  He expects two or three will pass the test.  
 
 The March of  Dimes WalkAmerica will be held  April 1.  Amateur assistance in this event is an ICARS 
function.  Any recognition and awards are to go to ICARS.  Volunteers are encouraged to contact Mike who is 
again responsible for amateur participation.  
 
 In order to keep ICARS informed, Russ Beck, KF4AEX reported that he has been appointed Iredell 
County Emergency Coordinator for ARES.  AEC's are Tim Whitson, N4AVQ, liaison to County Emergency 
Manager and County Communications, Rick McLure, KE4TEP, training and logistics, and Clarence Webb, 
WA8JZW, liaison to American Red Cross and Salvation Army. 
 
New Business – 
 Don, W4DON was contacted by an amateur club expressing an interest to purchase ICAR's duplexer.  
After discussion, it was determined that this is surplus equipment. A motion was made and seconded that we 
authorize Don to sell the equipment.  Motion carried.   
  
 The next meeting will be April 13, 2006 at Julia's Tally House at 7:00 PM. 
 With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 PM. 
  
Jim Hoke, CPBE, W4ONS. 



 
 
                                                                  "How to sound like a LID" 
  
  
 On two meters I have noticed a tendency of people making a effort to sound like a "LID". Since this appears to be the 
new style in Amateur Radio, I thought I would present this funny guide to radio nerd-dom. 
  
Step One: Use as many "Q" signals as possible. Yes, I know they were invented solely for CW and are totally 
inappropriate for two meter FM, but they are fun and entertaining. They keep people guessing as to what you really 
meant. I.E. "I'm going to QSY to the phone." Can you really change frequencies to the phone? QSL used to mean, "I am 
acknowledging receipt", but now it appears to mean, "yes" or "OK". I guess I missed it when the ARRL changed the 
meaning. It is also best to use "OK" and "QSL" together. Redundancy is the better part of Lid-dom.  
  
Step Two: Never laugh when you can say "HI HI". No one will ever know you aren't a long time CW rag-chewer if you 
don't tell them. They'll think you've been on since the days of Marconi.  
  
Step Three: Utilize an alternative vocabulary. Use words like "destinated" and "negatory". It's OK to make up your 
own words here.I.E. "Yeah Tom, I "pheelbart zaphonix" occasionally myself."  
  
Step Four: Always say "XX4XXX" (Insert your own call) "for I.D." As mentioned in Step One, anything that creates 
redundancy is always encouraged. That's why we have the Department of Redundancy Department.  (Please note that 
you can follow your call with "for identification purposes" instead of "for I.D." While taking longer to say, it is worth 
more "LID points".  
  
Step Five: The better the copy on two meter FM, the more you should use phonetics. Names should be especially used 
if they are short or common ones. I.E. "My name is Al... Alpha Lima" or "Jack.. Juliet Alpha Charlie Kilo." If at all 
possible use the less common HF phonetics "A4SM...America, Number Four, Sugar Mexico." And for maximum "LID 
points", make up unintelligible phonetics. "My name is Bob... Billibong Oregano  Bumperpool."  
  
 Step Six: Always give the calls of yourself and everyone who is (or has been) in the group, whether they are still there 
or not. While this has been unnecessary for years, it is still a great memory test. You may also use "and the group" if 
you are an "old timer" or just have a bad memory. Extra points for saying everyone's call and then clearing in a silly 
way "K2PKK, Chow, Chow."  
  
Step Seven: Whenever possible, use the wrong terminology. It keeps people guessing. Use "modulation" when you 
mean "deviation", and vice-versa.  
  
Step Eight: If someone asks for a break, always finish your turn, taking as long as possible before turning it over. 
Whenever possible, pass it around a few times first. This will discourage the breaker, and if it is an emergency, 
encourage him to switch to another repeater and not bother you.  
  
Step Nine: Always ask involved questions of the person who is trying to sign out. Never let him get by with just a "yes" 
or "no" answer. Make it a question that will take him a long time to answer.  
  
Step Ten: The less you know on a subject, the more you should speculate about it in the roundtable. Also the amount of 
time you spend on the subject should be inversely proportionate to your knowledge of the subject even though you have 
no clue.  
  
Step Eleven: Always make sure you try to communicate with only a handheld and a rubber duck antenna. Also, make 
sure you work through a repeater that you can hear very well, but it cannot hear you. This will put out a kind of "LID 
mating call": "Well, Joe, I can hear the repeater just fine here. I wonder why it can't hear me?" You will score maximum 
LID points if you are mobile, and with the radio lying in the passenger seat.  
  
Step Twelve: If you hear two amateurs start a conversation, wait until they are twenty seconds into their contact, and 
then break in to make a call, or better yet to use the auto-patch. Make sure you keep the repeater tied up for at least three 
minutes. This way, once the two have re-established contact, they won't even remember what they were talking about.  
  
 
 
 



Step Thirteen: You hear someone on the repeater giving directions to a visiting amateur. Even if the directions are 
good, make sure you break in with your own "alternate route but better way to get there" version. 
This is most effective with several other "would-be LIDs", each giving a different route. By the time the visiting 
amateur unscrambles all the street names whizzing by in his mind, he should have moved out of the range of the 
repeater. This keeps you from having to stick around to help the guy get back out of town, later.  
  
Step Fourteen: If an annoying station is bothering you, make sure your other "LID" buddies have a "coded" frequency 
list. Even though "CODES" are strictly forbidden on Amateur Radio, it's really neat to practice "James Bond" tactics.  
  
Step Fifteen: Always use the National Calling Frequency for general conversations. The more uninteresting, the longer 
you should use it. Extra points are awarded if you have recently move from an adjacent frequency for no reason. Make 
sure when DX is "rolling" in on 52.525 that you hang out there and talk to your friends five miles down the road about 
the good old CB days!  
  
Step Sixteen: Make sure that if you have a personal problem with someone, you should voice your opinion in a public 
forum, especially a net. Make sure you give their name, call, and any other identifying remarks. For maximum points, 
make sure the person in question is not on the repeater, or not available.  
  
Step Seventeen: Make sure you say the first few words of each transmission twice, especially if it is the same thing 
each time. Like"roger, roger" or "fine business, fine business". I cannot stress enough about encouraging redundancy.  
  
Step Eighteen: If you hear a conversation on a local repeater, break in and ask how each station is receiving you. Of 
course they will only see the signal of the repeater you are using, but it's that magic moment when you can find a fellow 
"LID", and get the report. Extra points are awarded if you are using a base station, and the repeater is less than 
 twenty-five air miles from you.  
  
Step Nineteen: Use the repeater for an hour or two at a time, preventing others from using it. Better yet, do it on a daily 
basis. Your quest is to make people so sick of hearing your voice every time they turn on their radio, they'll move to 
another frequency. This way you'll lighten the load on the repeater, leaving even more time for you to talk on it.  
  
Step Twenty: See just how much flutter you can generate by operating at handheld power levels too far away from the 
repeater. Engage people in conversations when you know they wont be able to copy half of what your saying. Even 
when they say your uncopyable, continue to string them along by making further transmissions. See just how frustrated 
you can make the other amateur before he finally signs off in disgust.  
  
Step Twenty One: Use lots of radio jargon. After all, it makes you feel important using words ordinary people don't 
say. Who cares if it makes you sound like you just fell off Channel 19 on the citizen's Band? Use phrases such as 
"Roger on that", "10-4", "I'm on the side", "Your making the trip" and "Negatory on that".  
  
Step Twenty Two: Use excessive microphone gain. See just how loud you can make your audio. Make sure the audio 
gain is so high that other amateurs can hear any bugs crawling on your floor. If mobile, make sure the wind noise is loud 
enough that others have to strain to pick your words out from all the racket.  
  
Step Twenty Three: Start every transmission with the word "Roger" or "QSL". Sure, you don't need to acknowledge 
that you received the other transmission in full. After all, you would simply ask for a repeat if you missed something. 
But consider it your gift to the other amateur to give him solace every few seconds that his transmissions are being 
received.  
  
Step Twenty Four: When looking for a contact on a repeater, always say your "listening" or "monitoring" multiple 
times. I've always found that at least a half dozen times or so is good. Repeating your multiple "listening" ID's every 10 
to 15 seconds is even better. Those people who didn't want to talk to you will eventually call you, hoping you'll go 
away after you have finally made a contact.  
  
Step Twenty Five: Always use a repeater, even if you can work the other station easily on simplex ... especially if you 
can make the contact on simplex. The coverage of the repeater you use should be inversely proportional to your distance 
from the other station.  
  
Step Twenty Six: When on repeaters using courtesy tones, you should always say "over". Courtesy tones are designed 
to let everyone know when you have unkeyed but don't let that stop you. Say "over", "back to you" or "go ahead". It 
serves no useful purpose but don't worry, it's still 
fun!  



  
Step Twenty Seven: Use the repeater's autopatch for frivolous routine calls... especially during morning or evening 
commute times. While pulling into the neighborhood, call home to let them know you'll be there in two minutes.... or, 
call your spouse to complain about the bad day you had at work. After all, the club has "measured rate" service on their 
phone line so they get charged for each autopatch call. Your endeavor is to make so many patches in a year that you 
cost the club at least $20 in phone bills. That way you'll feel you got your money's worth for your dues!  
  
Step Twenty Eight: Never say "My name is ....." It makes you sound human. If at all possible, use one of the following 
phrases: a) "The personal here is ..." b) "The handle here is..."  
  
Step Twenty Nine: Use "73" and "88" incorrectly. Both are already considered plural, but add a "s" to the end anyway. 
Say "73's" or "88's". Who cares if it means "best regards" and "love and kisses.” Better yet, say "seventy thirds"! (By 
the way, seventy thirds equals about 23.3).  
  
Step Thirty: If the repeater is off the air for service, complain about the fact that it was off the air as soon as it's turned 
back on. Act as though your entire day has been ruined because the repeater wasn't available when you wanted to use it. 
Even thought you have never paid a penny to help out with the upkeep of it.  
  
These easy steps should put you well on your way to "LID-Hood". I hope these helpful hints will save you some time in 
your quest to sound like the perfect "LID". I should also note that these steps need not apply to simplex operation, as 
nobody really gives a crap because that HTX-202 isn't going to get out too far with just a rubber duck.  
 
Author Unknown…Editor    
 

Our Best Wishes to… 
Debbie Freeze, W0CJV will be having surgery for thyroid cancer sometime in early April. There 
are several tumors involved including one on her vocal cords.  She will be in Duke University 
Hospital for the surgery.  Debbie say’s that with any luck  the surgeons will be able to get the tumor 
off her vocal cords (and the others).  She will not have a voice for several weeks and there will be 
many weeks of recovery following that to get her voice back.  Debbie say’s she can’t talk on the 
phone but still loves to read and listen to the radio.  Drop her an E-mail and wish her all the best.  I 
know I sure do!  Her E-mail address is w0cjv@aol.com  
 

NEW YORK CITY RADIO AMATEURS HONOR SAMUEL F. B. MORSE  
 

           The Kings County Repeater Association (KCRA) will honor the memory of Samuel 
F. B. Morse, creator of the Telegraph and Morse code on Sunday June 18th 2006 which is 

the 134th Anniversary of his interment.   Samuel Morse died on April 2, 1872,  A brief 
memorial service and wreath lying will be held at the grave of Samuel Morse in Green-

Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn, NY at 10:30 AM. Afterwards, the KCRA will operate a Special 
Event Station from the cemetery beginning at 11:30 AM Eastern Time and continue until 

3:00 PM Eastern Time.  Full article to run next month. Editor  
 
 

Dues Paid For 2006 
 

KC2JSR, AG4AU, KC4MJC, KF4AEX, WA8JZW, N4SUE, W4SDT, N1GC, WD4LXC, 
WB4WRY, W4ONS, W4DON, N8RDP, N4ACF, NG4X, W4RTW, WA6KWW, W4UFO, 
N4AVQ, W4GPW, KG4DKN, AC4AS, KE4YWO, KC4DBZ, KD4IIQ, KE4ERH, KI4CBZ, 
KI4CGY, KI4YV, KE4TEP, W4EZR, W0CJV, KG4PNA, KD4III 
If I missed anyone please let me know and I will include you in the next list.  Tim 
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Field Day 2006 is Almost Here 
 

     Are you ready?!!!!!!  I am going to pick on someone a little bit here but this person is a good 

sport and I know he will take it well.  When we say Field Day, this Ham is ready to rock-and-roll!  I 

am talking about WB4WRY, John Lamson!  Give him a weeks notice and he will put on a Field 

Day Feast that will leave everyone stuffed.  John knows what part of Field Day he likes and he does 

the job very well!  We should be like John.   

     Field Day 2006 will be held June 24th and 25th,  2006 at McClure Park.  This is the same location 

as last year.  Everyone who attended said it was a good location and are looking forward to going 

back.  We can use everyone who wants to attend.  There is something for everyone to do.  Main 

thing we need is for YOU to come!  Come Saturday morning, bring any equipment, tools, Rigs, 

power supplies, extension cords, whatever you have and want to bring, BRING IT!  

     I (Tim KC4MJC)  need you to contact me ASAP if you have a laptop computer that you would 

be willing to bring for contest logging.  I hope to have a short class (after a meeting probably) on 

how to log contacts.  I will announce when later.   If you want a copy of the logging program, let me 

know.  I can supply a CD or Floppy’s.  If you still have the program from last year, it will work this 

year.  Open it up and refresh your memory.   

     We will be discussing Field Day on the nets and at other times so keep your ears open and hope 

to see you there. 

 

 

BALLOON RALLY……GOING BACK HOME!!!!! 

 

I read in the Statesville Record and Landmark yesterday (March 29 2006) that the 

Balloon Rally was moving BACK to the Airport.  This, in my opinion, is a very good 

move.  The Date is October 27-30 2006.  Summer is not balloon weather. The R&L 

said that there was more room for vendors and balloons at the Airport.  I am sure we 

will be hearing more about this in the future.  Maybe we could have a program from 

the balloon directors?  Margie? 

 
 




